In the course of my experience as a Civil Surgeon in India I have several times been requested to operate upon horses, for the removal of the intra-ocular parasite (tilaria papillosa) to which they are subject. I have done so successfully several times, and therefore, although I own no special skill in veterinary surgery, I may perhaps be permitted to say a few words concerning the operation, which seems to me to require notice, as I have never yet met with an authoritative description of it. The subject may fitly find a place in the columns of the Indian Medical Gazette ; for although the}' are specially devoted to human medicine and surgery, the study of animal pathology and therapeutics is ancillary to these, and must always be of interest to their cultivators. I have only to apologise for writing on a theme which might be better handled by some of our professed veterinarians : I do so with all deference to their superior knowledge, and I hope that it my practice has been wrong, some of those gentlemen will condescend to give me better instruction.
It is not my intention to enter into details concerning the natural history of the worm; those who are curious on this point, will find all that is known about it in a paper contributed by Surgeon N. C. Macnamara to the Indian Annals of Medicine. (No. XVI, April 18G3 The lancet is without doubt the most convenient instrument, and it should be held between the finger and thumb, as in the old fashioned operation of venesection, with its point in a plane parallel or nearly so with that of the iris. Then the operator having his attention firmly fixed on the point at which he intends to puncture the cornea, and feeling that ho knows how deep the lancet will enter, must wait patiently till the eyelids are tolerably quiet, and the worm?though this is perhaps not of so much consequence?swims towards him. Then, with a swift and steady stroke, made as in bleeding, hut with much greater rapidity, he strikes the point of the lancet through the cornea into the anterior chamber, and makes it cut its way out. If this be done feebly or slowly, the lids wiil close spasmodically, the lancet may be struck out of the hand, and when the lids have again opened, and the wary membrana nictitans has ceased to sweep backwards and forwards, the mortified operator will find only a scratch on the eye, and the ?worm swimming about as merrily as ever. It must be done in fact as quick as lightning, before the horse has time to wink. If the stroke be successful, the aqueous humour is forcibly ejected, the worm going with it, I believe, as a matter of necessity, even though it may not be found, which is often the case. It will usually be found on some part of the horse's face coiled up The second horse was brought to me before the eye had sustained any injury, the cornea being quite bright and clear. The opening was made in the upper segment of the cornea, which cut crisp and easily, and the only imtoward circumstance was some slight bleeding from the membrana nictitans being touched, by the lancet; the worm was found coiled up in a drop of aqueous humour on the face. On the third day the wound appeared to be healed, but its edges were marked by a line of grey lymph ; some blood had escaped into the anterior chamber, and was undergoing absorption, forming a thin yellow haze in front of the iris. In a fortnight the horse was ridden without any covering on the eye, and there is now, after six months, only a linear opaque cicatrix well above the pupil, and Dut little below the level of the upper lid.
